
Provide an organised classroom 
Practice brief 

The practice 

Teachers carefully organise the physical environment to foster learning and social interaction. 

How does it help? 

Structured, predictable, and accessible learning spaces are key to the effective education of all students. 
Structured and predictable environments help students on the autism spectrum make sense of what is 
happening around them. An accessible environment fosters engagement and independence, and can be used 
to promote positive peer-to-peer interactions among students. Careful consideration should be given to the 
creation of clearly defined learning spaces, the logical organisation of materials, and the reduction of auditory 
and visual distractions. Consideration should also be given to the selection and implementation of 
environmental supports such as visual schedules and borders around spaces which facilitate student 
engagement, independence, and confidence. 

What is it? 

A structured and predictable learning environment enables all students to know what is happening and predict 
what will happen next. It also enables students to anticipate what is expected of them when they use each 
learning space. The physical learning environment, materials, and activities can be organised in ways that 
encourage interaction among students in the learning environment. A learning environment is considered 
accessible when the spaces within it can be used as intended by all students. 

How does it work? 

When designing the physical layout of the learning environment: 

• ensure each space within the environment functions as required for the activity taking place

• assign a space within the environment for a visual schedule

• assign areas in the classroom so that students are not distracted by neighbouring activities when they are
doing work that requires concentration

• organise learning spaces and materials to encourage positive peer interactions

• ensure there are clear lines of sight between all spaces within the learning environment in order to facilitate
teacher supervision

• help students differentiate between the functions of spaces within the classroom when different activities
take place in the same space at different times during the day

• consider the flow of traffic as students move between activities in the room.



How do I do it? 

• Have assigned spaces within the classroom, with each space having clear boundaries (e.g., spaces for group
work, spaces for independent work).

• Use visual supports (e.g., boundaries, schedules, labels, symbols, colour coding) to enhance the predictability
of the physical layout of the classroom.

• Ensure all students can access all areas of the classroom for intended purposes.

It works better if: 

• students are prepared for any changes (what and when) in the physical layout/use of spaces

• a quiet safe space is provided for students on the spectrum to support self-regulation

• the teacher pre-plans the arrangement of spaces for selected activities, and thoughtfully sets the stage for
social interactions.

It doesn’t work if: 

• the physical layout of the learning environment constantly changes

• spaces are used for purposes other than those for which they are routinely used

• there are too many visual or auditory distractions.

How will I know if it’s working? 

• The student knows what to do with all spaces within the classroom.

• The student can access all spaces within the classroom for their intended purpose.

Where can I go to find out more? 

• Queensland Government, Department of Education and Training: “Classroom layout”
http://education.qld.gov.au/asd-online-resource-kit/schools/learning-environment/classroom- organisation.html

• Indiana Resource Center for Autism: “Clean Up Your Act! Creating an Organized Classroom Environment for
Students on the Spectrum”

• https://www.iidc.indiana.edu/pages/clean-up-your-act-creating-an-organized-classroom- environment-for-
students-on-the-spectrum

• Principal Kendrick: “Twelve Tips for Setting Up An Autism Classroom”
https://kendrik2.wordpress.com/2007/10/10/12-tips-to-setting-up-an-autism-classroom/

• Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning: “Using Environmental Strategies to
Promote Positive Social Interactions” http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/briefs/wwb6.pdf
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Australian Professional Standards for Teachers (APST) 

Implementing this practice will meet the following Australian Professional Standards for Teachers: 

• 1.6  – Strategies to support full participation of students with disability

• 3.3  – Use teaching strategies

• 3.4  – Select and use resources

• 4.1  – Support student participation

• 4.2  – Manage classroom activities
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